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…in a sensitive and diplomatic 
way, of course. Enjoy engaging 
with your colleagues in debate 
about language teaching and 
learning issues. For example: 
How can we ensure better 
progression from KS2 to KS3? 
Are there more interesting 
contexts for learning than in 
course books? How might we 
use literature to inspire pupils’ 
learning? (see http://all-
literature.wikidot.com/ for 
more). How can we best bridge 
the gap between GCSE and A- 
level study? Conversations such 
as these will shape the teacher 
you become and also prepare 
you for job interview questions.

Ideas

Anna Lise is languages PGCE 
tutor at St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham, London. She 
taught in London and Surrey 
comprehensives, worked as an 
advisory teacher in Surrey and 
wrote educational materials 
before developing a strong 
interest in initial teacher education. 
Her particular interests include 
effective mentoring of trainee 
teachers, the promotion of cross-
curricular opportunities and the 
development of reflective practice 
as part of ongoing continual 
professional learning. She 
is a member of 
ALL’s Executive 
Committee.

 Biography 

Anna Lise 
Gordon

Value your 
mentor

1

Prioritise 
planning
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Successful lessons with engaged 
pupils are every trainee teacher’s 
dream! Make them a reality 
with careful planning. There are 
so many things to think about 
in the early stages (starters 
and plenaries, differentiation, 
assessment for learning, target 
language use, resources etc), 
but making planning a priority 
(albeit a time-consuming one) 
will ensure a more positive 
experience for both you and 
your pupils.

During your school placement, 
you will work closely with a 
language mentor. Remember 
that they are busy people, so 
never take their time for granted. 
Prepare well for meetings: 
organise necessary paperwork, 
reflect on progress and list points 
for discussion.

Be curious
and 
questioning

Reflect 
critically
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Develop a critically reflective 
approach as a trainee teacher. 
The ability to analyse your own 
teaching and pupils’ learning is 
an essential part of ensuring your 
professional progress, so aim to 
move beyond the narrative (e.g. 
pupils behaved well) by asking 
yourself challenging questions 
(e.g. How do you know? Why 
was this? What if…? What was 
the impact of…?) Sharing your 
evaluations with others will give 
additional insights, too.

My best 10...

Tips for trainee 
teachers

The next generation of language teachers will play 
a vital part in developing the UK’s linguistic skills. 
Anna Lise Gordon shares her tips on making 
the most of life as a trainee teacher

The next generation of language teachers will play 
a vital part in developing the UK’s linguistic skills.
Anna Lise Gordon
the most of life as a trainee teacher

Save time
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Liaise closely with your colleagues 
to avoid reinventing the wheel, 
using or adapting existing 
resources if they suit your 
purposes well. However, be aware 
that trainee teachers can also 
waste a lot of time searching for 
resources, particularly online, only 
to discover that they could have 
produced more appropriate and 
effective resources themselves in 
the same amount of time.

Read to learn4

You will be very busy during your training, 
but aim to read regularly (web-based and 
book resources) to keep your teaching fresh 
with new ideas. Reading publications like 
Languages Today will also be a useful way 
to keep up-to-date.
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Share pupils’ 
interests
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Getting to know your pupils 
well will help you to plan more 
effectively. One of the highlights 
of my teaching career was 
seeing an enormous smile of 
gratitude light up the face of a 
challenging KS4 pupil when I 
gave him a magazine (in French) 
on fly fishing! Taking an active 
role in extra-curricular activities, 
including language-related 
ones, will help you to build a 
positive rapport with both pupils 
and colleagues. 

Take a 
few risks
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During your training, you have 
the support of experienced 
teachers, so why not try out a few 
different approaches? You could 
collaborate with colleagues for 
motivating cross-curricular work, 
or experiment with ‘dramatic’ role 
plays using props and costumes. 
What other ideas can you think of 
with your mentor?

Join ALL
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The benefits of professional 
learning communities are 
well-known and ALL is one 
such network, providing 
inspiring national and regional 
conferences, an informative 
website, interesting publications 
and opportunities for meeting 
lots of like-minded 
people. ALL has 
been a constant 
part of my 
professional life 
and I’d strongly 
recommend 
that you make it 
part of yours, too.

Remember 
POP!
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Through the inevitable ups 
and downs of your training, 
concentrate on being:
Positive Focus on the positives, 
rather than the negatives.
Organised Being organised 
is essential when there are so 
many things to juggle as a trainee 
teacher, and will help you see 
priorities more clearly.
Proactive It’s your training, so 
take ownership and responsibility 
for it, seizing every learning 
opportunity along the way!


